The Grandmaster and the Challenger have stolen the Earth to use as a cosmic playing board. The Lethal Legion 
and the Black Order are their chess pieces, and they're fighting to claim Pyramoids, which wreak elemental 
havoc on their surroundings. Most of the world’s heroes and villains have been trapped in stasis to limit the 
number of “designated obstacles,” leaving behind only a handful of Avengers as the planet's last line of defense. 


With the title of “Grandmaster” on the line, the two competitors are pulling out all the stops to secure the final 

Pyramoid. The Challenger has unleashed his resurrected Hulk, but the Grandmaster had the game rigged fram 

the start: Voyager, the lost founding Avenger who brought Earth’s heroes so much hope, is his daughter, and has 
been using her false identity to tip the odds in her father’s favor. 


But Voyager is tired of doing the Grandmaster’s bidding, and she teleported the last Pyramoid into the vault of 

the Avengers Auxiliary Headquarters and locked herself inside, hoping to turn the tables on her father--but the 

Hulk followed her. With all the powerhouse heroes still in the field, only a small number of reserve and injured 
Avengers are left to stand against a resurrected--and furious--Bruce Banner! 
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Welcome back, True Believers, to another edition of THE ASSEMBLY! Assistant Editor 
Alanna Smith reporting in, ready to take you behind the scenes of our wonderful weekly 
extravaganza! We've heard some great theories about the vivacious Valerie Vector--that 
she’s Valeria Richards, or Kobik, or even Ayesha, A.K.A. Her. One site even thought she 
might be Jarvis! | hope you've had as much fun theorizing as we've had reading theories 
--but eventually, the truth must come out! 


And now that it has, we can 
finally reveal the original design 
sheet from SILVER SURFER artist 
Michael Allred, which we've had 
to keep secret until now for one 
very obvious, very BLUE reason... 


We knew that, to be believed as a 
core founding Avenger, Voyager 
would have to look like she stepped 
right out of the Marvel Silver Age 
and into a world of contemporary 
heroes, where she’d stand out in the 
same way that all of the founders 
do in their classic duds. And who 
better ta create that look than the 
magical Michael Allred? Here’s 
what he had to say about creating 
Voyager's distinct look: 


“Watta thrill to be asked ta design 
Voyager! It was such a kick to put 
my brain in that ‘timeless Marvel 
Bullpen made’ and work ta design a 
lost classic character and attempt 
to have her slide right in there. 


The biggest’ challenge was 
Choosing colors that fit into the 
overall vibe we were gaing for, 
but also be completely unique and 
not redundant or similar to other 
existing characters. Fortunately, | 
can look up and yell for my partner in crime, Laura Allred, the best calarist in the biz 
(brownie paints!), to come help me aut. 


| hope folks will dig her as much | dug bringing her ta life.” 


There are even more twists and turns ahead for our favorite faux-venger, so don’t miss a 
single issue as we race toward the dramatic end of NO SURRENDER! 


Assistant out! 
-Alanna 


Don’t forget to email us at MHEROES@MARVEL.COM if there’s something you'd like us to chat about here at THE ASSEMBLY, 
and hit your comic shop next week for another exciting issue of AVENGERS: NO SURRENDER! 
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AVENGERS #686 


As Wonder Man struggles to get through to the Hulk, the Black 
Order attacks Avengers HQ! The grand cosmic game comes to 
its shocking conclusion--but the war for Earth is just beginning! 


AVENGERS #688 
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